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My friend, Dr. Nakamura,

-it is rare when you have a deep friendship with such a wonderful human being,,always there to help and add a smile to my

face..

Sensei, has been available to me on so very many many occasions..from helping me with minor health problems to those more
potentially serious..Always ready to answer my questions.

best of all, he and his wife Miyoko- san have attended almost all of my performances ..which always made me feel proud..

We also created a group of friends that we good naturally call 'our gang' We start at my house then go to a restaurant , This

all happens before their yearly trip to New Orleans where they, with Toyama san and group, distribute trumpets to young

musicians there, who are in need...'Our gang' means a great deal to me.

Although I cannot read Japanese, I will have my friend Katherine ..who is now in New York, translate the portion of the

book that relates to me. I am seeing her tomorrow..Most of you know this young woman who is a student ay Columbia U...and

has her own Jazz radio show..

Once again, my best wishes for a great success with your new book..I am honored to be part of it..

With great fondness,
Your friend and admirer,
Helen Merrill
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