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NEWS & VIEWS

GLOBAL GIVERS

Upcoming exhibit is sweet music to jazz fans worldwide

Jazzman Yoshio Toyama leads a second line parade at Satchmo Summerfest in New Orleans. Back home in Japan, he brings jazz fans
together to support the Louisiana Music Experience, opening in 2017 at the Old U.S. Mint,

sk Japanese jazzman Yoshio Toyama

Aany(hing about traditional New
Orleans jazz and you'll get the answer
in encyclopedic depth acquired over a
lifetime of devoted study.

How about Louis Armstrong’s 1922
hit “Heebee Jeebees,” for instance? “The
historic first recording of scat singing,” he
replied, not skipping a beat. Toyama can
sing it too (his Japanese accent suddenly
disappears when he sings Satchmo-style)
and swing it on a hot trumpet that has
brought him international acclaim.

6 LA Musée

New Orleans has become a second
hometown for Toyama and his band,
the Dixie Saints. They returned last
August for another crowd-pleasing turn
at Satchmo Summerfest at the Old U.S.
Mint. And true to Japanese custom,
Toyama brought a gift: A $10,000 dona-
tion to the Louisiana Museum Founda-
tion to help build the new Louisiana
Music Experience exhibition.

The gift grew from pooled contribu-
tions from Japanese jazz fans, including
lead donor Ritsuko Masuyama. Several

donors joined Toyama for a presenta-
tion ceremony at the Mint. “The people
of Japan love jazz music,” he said. “We
are honored to support this wonderful
exhibit.”

Donors in Norway, Sweden and
the United Kingdom have chipped in
another $10,000, thanks to retired jazz
curator Don Marquis, a key player in
the global fundraising effort.

Scheduled to open at the Mint in
2017, the $5 million Louisiana Music
Experience will provide a permanent
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